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people " problem. He was aware that a new attitude to-
wards social problems, and the relation of the State to them,
was being sedulously taught by a growing band of intellect-
uals ; and that their doctrines, so greatly at variance with
the Liberal tenets of such men as Campbell-Bannerman and
Asquith, were gradually permeating large sections of the
thinking community. Soon they would join hands with
the Trade Unionists to constitute a powerful Labour Party
which would proceed to occupy the position of leadership
forfeited by the Liberal Party in consequence of its failure
to move with the times* Writing in his Autobiography
towards the end of his life, when he himself had been
Labour's first Lord Chancellor, Haldane put his finger
upon one of the chief things lacking in the Asquith Ad-
ministration of pre-War days: " The result was that
although the Government was a balanced, an energetic and
good one, it was not sufficiently representative of the new
spirit which it ought to have represented. No such ideal
as that of service rendered as the true basis for the distribu*
tion of the profits of industry was thought of* We began
slowly to lose what we had of the confidence of the men and
women who lived by the work of their hands, and this
gradually became apparent* What some of us could do we
did, but we did not do enough*"
Looking back now at those years from 1909 to 1914, we
can see how critical they were, no less in the domestic
sphere than in the foreign. The Liberal Party, with its
great record of service in the past, was being offered a last
chance of being the party of the future as well It is true
that there had been, ever since 1906, an active Labour
Party in Parliament; but it was increasing neither in num-
bers nor in influence* The mass of the workers were, in
feet, loath to break with Liberalism, for they were but little
interested in the doctrinaire Socialism which appealed to